This book is the culmination of E. Hemelrijk's examinations of non-imperial women in the Roman West over fifteen years. She has regularly published articles on all the topics included here, yet she energetically revisits them here and produces fresh analysis of her corpus of approximately 1,400 inscriptions coming from Italian and provincial cities from the late Republic to the late third century.
on an incredible amount of epigraphical evidence using a synchronic approach since a majority of texts cannot be securely dated.
In Ch. 1 'A World Full of Cities,' Hemelrijk defines her terms and sets out her methodology in forming a corpus of inscriptions on which her investigations are based. Terms often taken for granted, such as 'public' and 'private,' are thoroughly discussed and ample references are cited in the footnotes.
She states that her focus in this book is on women's 'deeds on behalf of their communities (as civic benefactresses, priestesses, and patronesses and 'mothers" of cities and collegia); their social networks and organizations, their participation in the predominantly male collegia; and their public honour and representation (or self-representation) by means of portrait statues, honorific decrees, and public funerals awarded to them by the local council' (12). In attempting to define the term 'élite,' H. warns that the traditional distinctions cannot easily be applied to most cities, especially considering that the social status of about 50% of the women in her corpus cannot be determined from the inscribed text Finally in Ch. 6, 'Female Presence: Public Honour and Representation,' H. discusses the public honors-specifically honorific statues and funerals -bestowed on the spectrum of women included in the book. Her interest is in determining the significance to the honorand and the city that bestows the recognition. In her corpus of 411 inscribed statue bases for non-imperial women, almost all (94%) come from the most densely urbanized regions, and they are much more restricted geographically and chronologically than honorific statues for males (285-7).
After a brief conclusion is an Appendix of 225 pages with tables of all the inscriptions consulted, arranged according to the preceding chapters. This alone is a treasure for other scholars researching women's public activities in the western Roman Empire, as some regional epigraphical corpora are not broadly accessible. Anyone engaged in research on the civic lives of women in the Roman West must consult this book, for it is the most comprehensive examination in this field of study and corrects certain misguided views on Roman women based mainly on literary sources.
